
OPPOSITION TO BUILDING 
NEW FBI HEADQUARTERS



KEY TAKEAWAYS
• More than 6 in 10 voters oppose the construction of the new, $3.5 billion FBI headquarters.

• This includes majorities of Democrats (54%) and Independents (66%) 
• More “strongly oppose” (37%) construction than “somewhat oppose.” (26%)

• A plurality believe that providing funding for the new headquarters would encourage more 
unethical behavior by the FBI.

• More say it would make no difference than it would make unethical behavior less likely.
• Focusing on the behavior of the FBI doesn’t produce as strong a response as focusing on the cost to 

taxpayers.

• A GOP candidate who opposes construction of the new $3.5 billion headquarters defeats a 
Democratic candidate who supports construction by a 30-point margin. 

• This is a 24-point swing toward the GOP candidate from the generic ballot.
• Democrats, Independents and non-white voters are the biggest movers.

BOTTOM LINE – Strong opposition to constructing the new FBI headquarters can drive significant 
change in vote behavior, particularly among Independents and Democrats. Opposition appears driven 
more by concerns over the cost of the project than the behavior of the FBI. 
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“The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) wants to build a new headquarters located in the suburbs of Washington, DC that will consolidate their area offices. 
The new headquarters will be larger than the Pentagon and is projected to cost $3.5 billion to build. Do you support or oppose Congress funding the 

construction of this new $3.5 billion dollar FBI headquarters?” 

Sup. Opp.
24 63

20 71
33 54
19 66
20 69

19 69
34 55
28 62
22 64

35 53
28 59
25 62
18 69

MORE THAN 6 IN 10 OPPOSE CONSTRUCTION OF 
NEW FBI HEADQUARTERS



21
21

26
21

23
22
23

12

27
22

16
29

22

15
22

26
33

19
26
26

32

21
19

23
21

21

11
13

17
22

11
21
20

19

13
12
17

13

14

6
5

6
8

5
8
7

7

6
6

6
6

6

49
39

26
17

42
23
24

31

34
41

39
32

37

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Baby Boomer+
Gen X

Millennial
Gen Z

Whites
Hispanics

Blacks
Asians

New Majority*
Independent

Democratic
Republican

Overall
Much More Somewhat More Somewhat Less Much Less No Diff.

“The FBI is currently under investigation by Congress for trying to influence election results, entrap members of the Senate by holding false classified briefings, suppress credible 
evidence of wrongdoing by politically connected individuals, and target Americans for exercising their First Amendment rights, including parents critical of school board 

decisions. If Congress approves the construction of this new $3.5 billion dollar FBI headquarters while at the same time investigating the FBI for these potential crimes, does that 
make it more likely or less likely the FBI would engage in this behavior in the future?” 

More Less
44 20

50 18
39 22
41 18
48 19

43 26
49 28
48 29
42 16

54 29
52 23
44 18
35 17

PLURALITY SAY APPROVING NEW HEADQUARTERS 
WOULD ENCOURAGE UNETHICAL FBI BEHAVIOR
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Which candidate for Congress would you be more likely to support?  
1. A Republican candidate, who OPPOSES funding the construction of a new $3.5 billion dollar FBI headquarters that is larger than the Pentagon because it is wasteful of 

taxpayer money and sends the wrong message at a time when the FBI is under Congressional investigation.  2. A Democratic candidate, who SUPPORTS the construction of a 
new $3.5 billion dollar FBI headquarters because the FBI claims it will make them more effective and efficient. 

GOP 
Mar

GOP 
Gen 

Ballot 
Diff

Dem 
Gen 

Ballot 
Diff

30 +9 -15

86 -4 +2
-29 +17 -34
37 +16 -10
59 +8 -9

34 +31 -21
-3 +14 -24
20 +15 -22
38 +6 -12

15 +12 -10
26 +11 -15
38 +9 -15
31 +8 -15

24-POINT SWING FOR GOP CANDIDATE WHO 
OPPOSES NEW FBI HEADQUARTERS



Methodology
Mclaughlin & Associates partnered with 

Gingrich360 to conduct a national survey for 
America’s New Majority Project. This national 

survey was conducted among 2,000 likely 
general election voters between June 8-11, 2023. 

All interviews were conducted online. Survey 
invitations were distributed randomly within 
predetermined geographic units. These units 

were structured to correlate with actual general 
election turnout. 

The sample of 2,000 likely general election 
voters has an accuracy of +/- 2.2% at a 95% 

confidence interval. The numbers in this 
presentation have been rounded and may not 

equal 100%. 

New England 5% 18-29 15% Male 47%

Middle Atlantic 13% 30-40 17% Female 53%

East North Central 15% 41-55 25%

West North Central 7% 56-65 19% Democratic 37%

South Atlantic 21% 66+ 24% Republican 36%

East South Central 6% Independent 27%

West South Central 10% White 68%

Mountain 8% Hispanic 13% Less/4yr College 61%

Pacific 16% Black 13% Bachelor’s/P.G 39%

Asian 4%

Other 2%
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