
STUDENT DEBT FORGIVENESS 
– WHO SHOULD PAY?



KEY TAKEAWAYS
• Americans narrowly oppose (44-50) the government’s $300 billion student debt forgiveness 

plan. 

• This is lower support than in our May 2022 study showing modest approval of the program 
(58-42).

• The difference in support may be due to question wording. The May 2022 study described the 
$300 billion cost as the amount debt relief whereas this study described it as a cost to 
taxpayers. 

• Americans overwhelmingly believe universities and colleges should be responsible for paying 
for the cost of the debt relief program, not individual taxpayers.

BOTTOM LINE – Messaging that the $300 billion of student debt relief is really a $300 billion 
tax born by individual taxpayers lowers support for the program. Suggesting that universities 
pay for the program instead of individual taxpayers is an effective way of doing this.
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“The government has proposed a $300 billion spending program to forgive college student loan debt. The federal program will use taxpayer 
dollars to pay off up to $10,000 in student loans for individuals earning less than $125,000 per year. Do you support or oppose this 

proposal?” 
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AMERICANS NARROWLY OPPOSE $300 BILLION 
STUDENT DEBT FORGIVENESS PROGRAM
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“Regardless of whether you support or oppose the government’s $300 billion student loan forgiveness program, 
who should be responsible for paying for it?”

AMERICANS WANT UNIVERSITIES TO PAY FOR 
STUDENT DEBT FORGIVENESS IF IT GOES FORWARD



Methodology
Mclaughlin & Associates partnered with 

Gingrich360 to conduct a national survey for 
America’s New Majority Project. This national 

survey was conducted among 2,000 likely 
general election voters between June 8-11, 2023. 

All interviews were conducted online. Survey 
invitations were distributed randomly within 
predetermined geographic units. These units 

were structured to correlate with actual general 
election turnout. 

 
The sample of 2,000 likely general election 
voters has an accuracy of +/- 2.2% at a 95% 

confidence interval. The numbers in this 
presentation have been rounded and may not 

equal 100%. 

New England 5% 18-29 15% Male 47%

Middle Atlantic 13% 30-40 17% Female 53%

East North Central 15% 41-55 25%

West North Central 7% 56-65 19% Democratic 37%

South Atlantic 21% 66+ 24% Republican 36%

East South Central 6% Independent 27%

West South Central 10% White 68%

Mountain 8% Hispanic 13% Less/4yr College 61%

Pacific 16% Black 13% Bachelor’s/P.G 39%

Asian 4%

Other 2%


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: KEY TAKEAWAYS
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5

