
CRIME IN WASHINGTON, DC –
SHOULD CONGRESS STEP IN?
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

• More than 8-in-10 agree that Americans should be able to visit 
the nation’s capital without fear of crime. 

• Nearly 6-in-10 agree that if the Washington, DC city 
government cannot control crime in the nation’s capital, 
Congress should exercise its authority under the Constitution 
to step in - even if local elected officials object. 

BACKGROUND – So far, in 2023, Washington, DC has 
experienced a 23% increase in crime, including a 17% increase in 
violent crime, a 25% increase in robberies, and a 110% increase 
in vehicle thefts.



69
56

46
37

61
47

43
60

54
54

49
65

56

24
29

35
35

27
35

30
25

31
27
36

23

29

3
7

9
14

5
8

13
4

8
8

6
7

7

1
1
4

5

2
3

4
1

1
2

3
2

2

4
8
7

9

5
7

11
10

7
10

6
4

6

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Baby Boomer+
Gen X

Millennial
Gen Z

White
Hispanic

Black
Asian

Swing Voter
Independent

Democratic
Republican

Overall
Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree Somewhat Disagree Strongly Disagree Don't Know Agr Dis.

85 9

88 9

85 9

81 10

85 9

85 5

73 17

82 11

88 7

72 19

81 13

85 8

93 4

OVERWHELMING AGREEMENT – AMERICANS SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO VISIT NATION’S CAPITAL IN SAFETY
In 2023, Washington, DC has experienced a 23% increase in crime, including a 17% increase in violent crime, a 25% increase in 

robberies, and a 110% increase in vehicle thefts. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “Since Washington, DC is the 
nation’s capital, Americans should be able to visit there without fear of crime.” 
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NEW MAJORITY VOTERS AGREE- AMERICANS SHOULD 
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In 2023, Washington, DC has experienced a 23% increase in crime, including a 17% increase in violent crime, a 25% increase in 
robberies, and a 110% increase in vehicle thefts. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? “Since Washington, DC is the 

nation’s capital, Americans should be able to visit there without fear of crime.” 
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MAJORITY OF ALL VOTER GROUPS SAY CONGRESS 
SHOULD STEP IN TO CONTROL CRIME IN D.C.

Despite the fact that Washington, DC has a locally elected mayor, city council and other officials, the U.S. Constitution gives Congress jurisdiction over Washington, DC “in all 
cases whatsoever.” Congress can repeal laws and limit the authority of the locally elected government.  Do you agree or disagree with the following? “If the Washington, DC city 

government cannot control crime, then on behalf of visitors from the whole country to their own capital, Congress should step in even if local elected officials object.” 
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NEW MAJORITY VOTERS AGREE CONGRESS SHOULD 
ACT TO CONTROL CRIME IN D.C.
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Despite the fact that Washington, DC has a locally elected mayor, city council and other officials, the U.S. Constitution gives Congress jurisdiction over Washington, DC “in all 
cases whatsoever.” Congress can repeal laws and limit the authority of the locally elected government.  Do you agree or disagree with the following? “If the Washington, DC city 

government cannot control crime, then on behalf of visitors from the whole country to their own capital, Congress should step in even if local elected officials object.” 



RELATED REPORTS

https://americasnewmajorityproject.com/americans-woke-politicians-to-blame-for-americas-rising-crime/
https://americasnewmajorityproject.com/68-disagree-that-defunding-police-will-parents-lead-less-crime/


Methodology
Mclaughlin & Associates partnered with 

Gingrich360 to conduct a national survey for 
America’s New Majority Project. This national 
survey was conducted among 2,000 registered 

voters between July 27-30, 2023. 

All interviews were conducted online. Survey 
invitations were distributed randomly within 

predetermined geographic units. These units were 
structured to correlate with actual general election 

turnout. 
 

The sample of 2,000 registered voters has an 
accuracy of +/- 2.2% at a 95% confidence interval. 

The numbers in this presentation have been 
rounded and may not equal 100%. 

New England 5% 18-29 15% Male 47%

Middle Atlantic 13% 30-40 17% Female 53%

East North Central 16% 41-55 25%

West North Central 6% 56-65 19% Democratic 36%

South Atlantic 21% 66+ 24% Republican 37%

East South Central 6% Independent 27%

West South Central 11% White 68%

Mountain 7% Hispanic 13% Less/4yr College 66%

Pacific 15% Black 13% Bachelor’s/P.G 34%

Asian 4%

Other 2%
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