
Support for Campus Protesters and 
Backlash



• Most oppose the campus protests and an even larger majority 
say the protests have gone too far.

• More than 7-in-10 say antisemitism plays a role in the 
motivations of the protesters.

• Shifts in opinion about the Israel-Hamas war are small, but in 
the direction of Israel, suggesting a backlash from the protests. 
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2-in-3 Voters Following News of Protests
OLDER VOTERS MOST TUNED IN

“How closely have you followed recent news stories about protests on college campuses over the Israel-Hamas war?”
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*New Majority voters are determined through a screener survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as the intensity of their approval of the president and party 
preference on the generic ballot. 

New Majority and Left Minority Voters Both Following 
News of Protests

“How closely have you followed recent news stories about protests on college campuses over the Israel-Hamas war?”
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Most Oppose Campus Protests Against Israel-Hamas 
War

“Do you support or oppose these protests on college campuses over the Israel-Hamas war?”



21

14
10

5
4

7

10
12

11

33

26
18

18
10

16

25
20

21

21

25
18

23
10

17

21
18

18

13

23
26

44
70

47

17
40

37

12

12
28

10
7

13

27
10

12

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Left Minority (All)

Gen Dem

Gen Und

Gen Lean/Prob GOP

Gen Def GOP

New Majority (All)

Less Likely Voter

Likely Voter

Overall

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose Don't Know

Supp Opp
32 55

32 58

36 37

23 65

14 80

23 67

28 44

40 48

54 34

*New Majority voters are determined through a screener survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as the intensity of their approval of the president and party 
preference on the generic ballot. 

New Majority Voters Oppose Campus Protests, Left 
Minority Voters Support

“Do you support or oppose these protests on college campuses over the Israel-Hamas war?”
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Most Say Campus Protests Have Gone Too Far

“Have these protests over the Israel-Hamas war gone too far or not gone far enough?”
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New Majority Democrats and Left Minority Voters 
Divided

“Have these protests over the Israel-Hamas war gone too far or not gone far enough?”
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Near Majority Disapproves of Biden Job on Israel-
Hamas War

“Do you approve or disapprove of the job Joe Biden is doing as president when it comes to the protests over the Israel-Hamas war?”
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*New Majority voters are determined through a screener survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as the intensity of their approval of the president and party 
preference on the generic ballot. 

Most Left Minority Voters Approve of Biden on Israel-
Hamas War Despite Their Support for Protests 

“Do you approve or disapprove of the job Joe Biden is doing as president when it comes to the protests over the Israel-Hamas war?”
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“Is it more accurate to describe these protests as pro-Palestinian or anti-Israel?”

Americans Split on If Protests Are Pro-Palestinian or 
Anti-Israel
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“Is it more accurate to describe these protests as pro-Palestinian or anti-Israel?”

Americans Split on If Protests Are Pro-Palestinian or 
Anti-Israel
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IF SAID PRO-PALESTINIAN
“Have the protests made you more supportive or less supportive of the Palestinians in the Israel-Hamas war?”

Most Saying Protests Are Pro-Palestinian Not More 
Favorable to Palestinians Due to Protests 
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IF SAID PRO-PALESTINIAN
“Have the protests made you more supportive or less supportive of the Palestinians in the Israel-Hamas war?”

Most Saying Protests Are Pro-Palestinian Not More 
Favorable to Palestinians Due to Protests 
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IF SAID ANTI-ISRAEL
“Have the protests made you more supportive or less supportive of Israel in the Israel-Hamas war?”

Most Saying Protests Are Anti-Israel Are More 
Favorable to Israel Due to Protests 
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IF SAID ANTI-ISRAEL
“Have the protests made you more supportive or less supportive of Israel in the Israel-Hamas war?”

Most Saying Protests Are Anti-Israel Are More 
Favorable to Israel Due to Protests 
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More Agree Than Disagree Protesters Are Siding with 
the Terrorists

“Do you agree or disagree these protesters are taking the side of Hamas and other terrorist groups?”
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New Majority Democrats and Left Minority Voters 
Disagree on if Protesters Siding with the Terrorists

“Do you agree or disagree these protesters are taking the side of Hamas and other terrorist groups?”
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Suspend & Arrest Protesters Agree to Protesters' Demands Don't Know

“Among the protesters demands are that the universities cut ties with Israel linked companies and grant amnesty for the students arrested or disciplined in the protests. 
Which is a better way for universities to deal with the protesters?”  1. Suspend and arrest the protesters.  2. Agree to the protesters’ demands.

Most Say Universities Shouldn’t Agree to Protesters 
Demands
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“Among the protesters demands are that the universities cut ties with Israel linked companies and grant amnesty for the students arrested or disciplined in the protests. 
Which is a better way for universities to deal with the protesters?”  1. Suspend and arrest the protesters.  2. Agree to the protesters’ demands.

Most Say Universities Shouldn’t Agree to Protesters 
Demands
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Nearly 7-in-10 Concerned Biden Donors Are Funding 
Campus Protests

“How concerning is it that major donors to President Joe Biden and the Democratic Party are funding and supporting the protests?”
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New Majority Democrats Overwhelmingly Concerned 
Biden Voters Are Funding the Campus Protests

“How concerning is it that major donors to President Joe Biden and the Democratic Party are funding and supporting the protests?”
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“Antisemitism is defined as “hostility to or prejudice against Jewish people.”  How large of a role do you believe antisemitism plays 
in the motivations of the protesters on college campuses?”

More than 7-in-10 Say Antisemitism Plays A Role in 
Motivations of Protesters
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“Antisemitism is defined as “hostility to or prejudice against Jewish people.”  How large of a role do you believe antisemitism plays 
in the motivations of the protesters on college campuses?”

More than 7-in-10 Say Antisemitism Plays A Role in 
Motivations of Protesters
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2-in-3 Following News of Israel-Hamas War
LEVEL OF ATTENTION SIMILAR TO FEBRUARY RESULTS

“How closely have you followed recent news stories about the war between Israel and Hamas in the Middle East?”
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*New Majority voters are determined through a screener survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as the intensity of their approval of the president and party 
preference on the generic ballot. 

New Majority and Left Minority Voters Paying Similar 
Attention To News of Israel-Hamas War

“How closely have you followed recent news stories about the war between Israel and Hamas in the Middle East?”
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Most Disapprove of Biden on Israel-Hamas War
DISAPPROVAL HIGH WITH ALL AGE AND ETHNIC GROUPS

“Do you approve or disapprove of the job Joe Biden is doing as President when it comes to the Israel-Hamas war?”
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*New Majority voters are determined through a screener survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as the intensity of their approval of the president and party 
preference on the generic ballot. 

Biden Disapproval on Israel-Hamas War Closely Tracks 
With Partisanship

“Do you approve or disapprove of the job Joe Biden is doing as President when it comes to the Israel-Hamas war?”
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Plurality Less Likely to Vote for Biden
1-IN-5 BIDEN 2020 VOTERS LESS LIKELY TO VOTE FOR HIM DUE TO ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR

“Does the job Joe Biden is doing as President when it comes to the Israel-Hamas war make you more likely or less likely to vote for him in November?”
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*New Majority voters are determined through a screener survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as the intensity of their approval of the president and party 
preference on the generic ballot. 

Undecided Voters Much Less Likely to Vote for Biden

“Does the job Joe Biden is doing as President when it comes to the Israel-Hamas war make you more likely or less likely to vote for him in November?”
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“What should be the goal of the United States with regards to the war between Israel and Hamas?” 1. Support Israel until they eliminate the Hamas terrorist threat.
2. End the war as soon as possible.

Majority Now Say U.S. Goal Should Be To End the War 
As Soon As Possible
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*New Majority voters are determined through a screener survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as the intensity of their approval of the president and party 
preference on the generic ballot. 

Left Minority Overwhelmingly Says U.S. Goal Should 
Be To End the War

“What should be the goal of the United States with regards to the war between Israel and Hamas?” 1. Support Israel until they eliminate the Hamas terrorist threat.
2. End the war as soon as possible.
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Americans Split on if Israel Is Committing Genocide
SIGNIFICANT AGE DIVIDE

“Do you agree or disagree with those who have called Israel’s military response to the Hamas terrorist attack that killed over 1,200 Israelis “a genocide?” 
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*New Majority voters are determined through a screener survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as the intensity of their approval of the president and party 
preference on the generic ballot. 

Left Minority Overwhelmingly Believes Israel 
Committing Genocide

“Do you agree or disagree with those who have called Israel’s military response to the Hamas terrorist attack that killed over 1,200 Israelis “a genocide?” 
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Ideology of Terrorists Israel & American Policies Don't Know

“Would you say terrorism against Israel and the United States is caused more by…?”  The ideology of the terrorists. 
1. 2. The policies of the Israeli and American government.

2-in-3 Voters Say Terrorism Caused By Terrorist 
Ideology, Not U.S. and Israeli Policies
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*New Majority voters are determined through a screener survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as the intensity of their approval of the president and party 
preference on the generic ballot. 

New Majority and Left Minority Voters Agree 
Terrorism Caused More By Terrorist Ideology

“Would you say terrorism against Israel and the United States is caused more by…?”  The ideology of the terrorists. 
1. 2. The policies of the Israeli and American government.
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Americans Divided on if Biden Should Pressure Israel 
to Accept a Ceasefire

“Do you support or oppose President Biden applying more pressure on Israel to accept a ceasefire even if Hamas has not been fully defeated?”
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*New Majority voters are determined through a screener survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as the intensity of their approval of the president and party 
preference on the generic ballot. 

“Do you support or oppose President Biden applying more pressure on Israel to accept a ceasefire even if Hamas has not been fully defeated?”

Americans Divided on if Biden Should Pressure Israel 
to Accept a Ceasefire
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Most Disagree Biden Enabling a Genocide in Gaza
DISAGREEMENT UP SINCE FEBRUARY

“Do you agree or disagree with those who say President Joe Biden’s support of Israel is enabling a genocide in Gaza? “
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*New Majority voters are determined through a screener survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as the intensity of their approval of the president and party 
preference on the generic ballot. 

New Majority and Left Minority Disagree Biden Is 
Enabling a Genocide in Gaza

“Do you agree or disagree with those who say President Joe Biden’s support of Israel is enabling a genocide in Gaza? “



Methodology
Mclaughlin & Associates partnered with  

Gingrich360 to conduct a national survey for 
America’s New Majority Project. This national 
survey was conducted among 2,000 registered 

voters between May 11-14, 2024.   

All interviews were conducted online. Survey 
invitations were distributed randomly within 

predetermined geographic units. These units were 
structured to correlate with actual general election 

turnout.     
 

The sample of 2,000 registered voters has an 
accuracy of +/- 2.2% at a 95% confidence interval. 

The numbers in this presentation have been 
rounded and may not equal 100%. 

New England 5% 18-29 15% Male 47%

Middle Atlantic 13% 30-40 17% Female 53%

East North Central 16% 41-55 25%

West North Central 6% 56-65 19% Democratic 36%

South Atlantic 21% 66+ 24% Republican 37%

East South Central 6% Independent 27%

West South Central 11% White 68%

Mountain 7% Hispanic 13% Less/4yr College 66%

Pacific 15% Black 13% Bachelor’s/P.G 34%

Asian 4%

Other 2%
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