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• It is critical that advocates avoid Washington jargon. For instance, most 
Americans do not know what “entitlement programs” are and most do not 
consider Medicaid and unemployment checks to be “welfare.” 

• Reforms must be framed in moral rather than financial language. Ending 
fraud and abuse in Medicaid and prioritizing care for the poor and 
disabled is popular. Cutting benefits purely to reduce spending is not. 

• A strong majority of Americans support work requirements for Medicaid 
and other safety net programs. Most would consider any spending 
reductions because of work requirements to be “savings” rather than 
“cuts” to the program. 

• There is no consensus on what to do with savings from reforms to 
Medicaid and other safety net programs. The most popular choices are to 
keep the money in the programs and to reduce the debt and deficit.

KEY TAKEAWAYS



Confusion Over Definition of “Entitlement Program”

Overall GOP DEM IND
Swing 
Voter Men Women

Single
Women Asian Black Hisp. White

Gen 
Z

Mill
Ennial

Gen 
X

Baby 
Boomers+

Food Assistance 45 52 41 42 45 49 42 40 53 42 48 45 42 40 44 51

Housing Assistance 41 46 37 41 42 45 37 37 44 36 39 42 31 33 44 49

Medicaid 39 44 36 36 37 42 36 39 52 34 38 39 36 38 36 43

Social Security 32 33 35 27 30 37 28 27 48 32 33 31 34 32 29 35

Medicare 32 32 34 28 29 36 28 28 44 32 33 31 27 33 27 36

Unemployment Checks 30 31 28 30 31 33 27 31 45 31 32 28 37 29 27 30

Veterans Benefits 26 26 28 24 24 29 24 22 30 28 28 25 23 23 24 32

None of the Above 31 20 38 34 31 23 37 40 21 36 31 30 30 35 34 25

Which of the following programs do you consider to be “entitlement programs”?

All
Likely 
Voter

Less 
Likely 
Voter

On 
Medicaid

On 
Welfare 
in Past 

Year
Trump 

Persuadables

New 
Majority 

(All)

NM Generic 
Ballot 

Def/Prob 
GOP

NM Generic 
Ballot 

Leaners & 
Undecided

NM 
Generic 
Ballot 

Def/Prob 
Dem

Left 
Minority 

(All) 

Food Assistance 45 46 41 39 42 44 48 53 42 40 39

Housing Assistance 41 43 34 35 36 36 43 48 40 37 35

Medicaid 39 40 35 38 41 35 40 46 31 36 37

Social Security 32 33 31 34 36 30 32 36 25 34 33

Medicare 32 33 28 31 33 31 32 34 25 34 32

Unemployment Checks 30 30 29 26 28 28 31 33 28 29 28

Veterans Benefits 26 27 22 27 28 21 26 27 21 33 26

None of the Above 31 30 33 41 31 25 26 18 35 36 43

*Trump Persuadable voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.



Most Target Voters Say Medicaid’s Not Welfare

Overall GOP DEM IND
Swing 
Voter Men Women

Single
Women Asian Black Hisp. White

Gen 
Z

Mill
Ennial

Gen 
X

Baby 
Boomers+

Food Assistance 77 82 72 76 80 76 77 75 76 68 77 79 69 71 81 81

Housing Assistance 67 71 62 67 69 67 67 63 60 55 64 70 60 60 69 73

Medicaid 49 55 44 46 49 47 51 50 61 32 42 53 55 45 46 51

Unemployment Checks 25 24 24 27 25 27 23 29 28 13 29 26 39 29 23 17

Medicare 17 16 22 12 16 17 17 29 33 11 23 16 41 28 12 4

Social Security 14 12 17 12 12 14 14 20 25 12 16 13 31 23 9 4

Veterans Benefits 11 8 14 10 11 11 11 18 24 8 13 10 29 16 7 3

None of the Above 11 6 15 14 10 11 12 12 8 21 9 10 9 10 11 14

Which of the following programs do you consider to be “welfare programs”? 

All
Likely 
Voter

Less 
Likely 
Voter

On 
Medicaid

On 
Welfare 
in Past 

Year
Trump 

Persuadables

New 
Majority 

(All)

NM 
Generic 
Ballot 

Def/Prob 
GOP

NM 
Generic 
Ballot 

Leaners & 
Undecided

NM 
Generic 
Ballot 

Def/Prob 
Dem

Left 
Minority 

(All) 

Food Assistance 77 77 75 75 70 76 80 82 79 76 68

Housing Assistance 67 68 61 60 56 58 71 73 68 69 57

Medicaid 49 49 47 50 49 41 50 55 47 41 45

Unemployment Checks 25 25 21 19 20 26 24 24 28 19 25

Medicare 17 17 19 21 25 23 16 16 16 17 20

Social Security 14 15 11 17 20 18 13 13 13 14 16

Veterans Benefits 11 11 11 13 15 14 9 9 11 8 15

None of the Above 11 11 12 16 13 9 8 5 10 13 21

*Trump Persuadable voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.



44
34

28
22

0
37

31
23

35
0

24
35

33
0

31
30

21
50

0
34

33
33

37
32

0
33

38
34

31
0

29
31

37
0

37
33

34
34

0
34

10
12

14
22

0
13

14
16

12
0

19
13

13
0

15
15

19
7

0
13

7
11

15
13

0
9
12

16
11

0
17

12
10

0
9

12
17

4
0

11

6
10

7
11

0
8
6

11
11

0
12

9
7

0
8

11
9

5
0

8

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Baby Boomer+
Gen X

Millennial
Gen Z

White
Hispanic

Black
Asian

Single Women
Women

Men

Swing Voter
Independent

Democratic
Republican

Overall

Strongly Agree Somewhat Agree Somewhat Disagree Strongly Disagree Don't Know Agr Disag

68 24

84 10

55 36

63 27

68 24

70 23

66 25

53 36

66 23

57 32

69 26

70 22

54 36

65 29

67 23

77 17

Most Agree Choosing Not To Work To Receive Safety 
Net Benefits Is Fraud

“Do you agree or disagree that individuals who are able to work but choose not to while receiving taxpayer-funded safety net benefits like Medicaid, food stamps, and income assistance, are 
committing fraud?”
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*Trump Persuadable voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.
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“Do you agree or disagree that individuals who are able to work but choose not to while receiving taxpayer-funded safety net benefits like Medicaid, food stamps, and income assistance, are 
committing fraud?”

Significant Ideological Differences On If Choosing Not 
To Work to Receive Safety Net Benefits Is Fraud 
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Nearly 8-in-10 Support Work Requirements to Receive 
Safety Net Benefits

“Do you agree or disagree that able-bodied adults should be required to work, look for a job, or attend school, to receive taxpayer-funded safety net benefits like Medicaid, food stamps, and 
income assistance?”
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*Trump Persuadable voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.
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“Do you agree or disagree that able-bodied adults should be required to work, look for a job, or attend school, to receive taxpayer-funded safety net benefits like Medicaid, food stamps, and 
income assistance?”

Large Majorities of Target Voter Groups Support Work 
Requirements to Receive Safety Net Benefits
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“If Congress passed stronger work requirements for taxpayer-funded safety net programs like Medicaid, food stamps, and income assistance, and as a result the programs had to 
spend less money, are you more likely to consider it to be...?” 

Most Consider Less Spending Due to Work 
Requirements to be Medicaid Savings, Not Cuts
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Most Voters in Target Groups Consider These Reforms 
As Medicaid Savings, Not Cuts

*Trump Persuadable voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.

“If Congress passed stronger work requirements for taxpayer-funded safety net programs like Medicaid, food stamps, and income assistance, and as a result the programs had to 
spend less money, are you more likely to consider it to be...?”



No Consensus on What To Do With Savings From 
Work Requirements

Overall GOP DEM IND
Swing 
Voter Men Women

Single
Women Asian Black Hisp. White

Gen 
Z

Mill
Ennial

Gen 
X

Baby 
Boomers+

Reduce the Debt/Deficit 32 43 20 34 34 35 30 24 34 23 36 34 25 24 33 41
Keep the Money 29 17 40 32 28 29 29 36 21 32 27 29 30 32 31 25
Stopping Tax Increase 19 23 18 16 20 19 20 16 22 24 20 19 19 22 21 17
Pay for Other Priorities 13 12 15 12 13 13 14 14 19 15 12 13 20 15 9 13
None of the Above 6 5 7 6 6 4 8 10 5 5 6 6 5 7 6 5

If Congress passed stronger work requirements for taxpayer-funded safety net programs like Medicaid, food stamps, and income assistance, and as a result the programs had to 
spend less money, what should Congress do with the money saved?

SPLIT A = 1,000 RV SPLIT B = 1,000 RV
1. Pay for stopping the scheduled tax increase 1. Pay for extending the Trump Tax Cuts

2. Keep the money in the safety net programs
3. Reduce the debt and deficit

4. Pay for other priorities

Overall GOP DEM IND
Swing 
Voter Men Women

Single
Women Asian Black Hisp. White

Gen 
Z

Mill
Ennial

Gen 
X

Baby 
Boomers+

Reduce the Debt/Deficit 36 45 26 35 39 41 31 29 44 24 33 38 30 28 33 46
Keep the Money 33 20 45 34 31 30 35 39 32 41 35 31 33 36 34 29
Extending Trump Tax Cuts 14 20 9 13 13 15 14 13 6 14 14 15 12 17 16 11
Pay for Other Priorities 12 10 13 13 12 11 13 13 12 18 10 11 17 14 10 9
None of the Above 6 5 7 6 5 3 8 6 7 4 8 5 7 5 7 4



Target Voters Prefer Reducing Deficit with Savings

*Trump Persuadable voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.

If Congress passed stronger work requirements for taxpayer-funded safety net programs like Medicaid, food stamps, and income assistance, and as a result the programs had to 
spend less money, what should Congress do with the money saved?

SPLIT A = 1,000 RV SPLIT B = 1,000 RV
1. Pay for stopping the scheduled tax increase 1. Pay for extending the Trump Tax Cuts

2. Keep the money in the safety net programs
3. Reduce the debt and deficit

4. Pay for other priorities

All
Likely 
Voter

Less 
Likely 
Voter

On 
Medicaid

On 
Welfare 
in Past 

Year
Trump 

Persuadables

New 
Majority 

(All)

NM Generic 
Ballot 

Def/Prob 
GOP

NM Generic 
Ballot 

Leaners & 
Undecided

NM 
Generic 
Ballot 

Def/Prob 
Dem

Left 
Minority 

(All) 

Reduce the Debt/Deficit 32 33 27 26 26 32 39 45 34 28 16
Keep the Money 29 29 28 42 40 33 22 17 27 31 47
Stopping Tax Increase 19 19 23 16 18 15 21 20 23 20 15
Pay for Other Priorities 13 13 14 9 12 18 13 14 10 16 13
None of the Above 6 5 8 7 5 3 5 4 6 5 9

All
Likely 
Voter

Less 
Likely 
Voter

On 
Medicaid

On 
Welfare 
in Past 

Year
Trump 

Persuadables

New 
Majority 

(All)

NM Generic 
Ballot 

Def/Prob 
GOP

NM Generic 
Ballot 

Leaners & 
Undecided

NM 
Generic 
Ballot 

Def/Prob 
Dem

Left 
Minority 

(All) 

Reduce the Debt/Deficit 36 37 30 27 24 31 41 43 40 33 23
Keep the Money 33 32 37 48 44 27 26 21 28 37 50
Extending Trump Tax Cuts 14 15 11 12 14 18 17 21 11 13 7
Pay for Other Priorities 12 11 16 9 13 19 12 10 15 15 11
None of the Above 6 5 7 5 6 5 5 5 6 3 8
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Majority or Plurality of All Groups Support Reform of 
State Provider Taxes

Medicaid provides health coverage for low-income individuals and people with disabilities. States run the program, but the federal government covers nearly 70% of the cost. 
Would you support or oppose the following changes to the way the federal government provides funding to states for Medicaid?

“Prohibit states from using health care taxes to boost federal Medicaid funding and then diverting the tax revenue to other unrelated programs.” 
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*Trump Persuadable voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.

Medicaid provides health coverage for low-income individuals and people with disabilities. States run the program, but the federal government covers nearly 70% of the cost. 
Would you support or oppose the following changes to the way the federal government provides funding to states for Medicaid?

“Prohibit states from using health care taxes to boost federal Medicaid funding and then diverting the tax revenue to other unrelated programs.” 

Majority of Target New Majority Groups Support 
Reform of State Provider Taxes

Sup Opp
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6-in-10 Support Lowering Federal Payments For Able-
Bodied Adults

Medicaid provides health coverage for low-income individuals and people with disabilities. States run the program, but the federal government covers nearly 70% of the cost. 
Would you support or oppose the following changes to the way the federal government provides funding to states for Medicaid?

“Match federal Medicaid funding for able-bodied adults to the lower rates for children, pregnant women, seniors, and people with disabilities.” 
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*Trump Persuadable voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.

Medicaid provides health coverage for low-income individuals and people with disabilities. States run the program, but the federal government covers nearly 70% of the cost. 
Would you support or oppose the following changes to the way the federal government provides funding to states for Medicaid?

“Match federal Medicaid funding for able-bodied adults to the lower rates for children, pregnant women, seniors, and people with disabilities.” 

Trump Persuadables and New Majority Support 
Lowering Federal Payments For Able-Bodied Adults

Sup Opp
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Most Support Limiting Medicaid To Below the Poverty 
Level If Paired With Tax Credits For Those Above
Medicaid provides health coverage for low-income individuals and people with disabilities. States run the program, but the federal government covers nearly 70% of the cost. 

Would you support or oppose the following changes to the way the federal government provides funding to states for Medicaid?
“Limit Medicaid to households below the federal poverty level, with tax credits available for those above to purchase private insurance.”
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Likely Voter

Overall

Strongly Support Somewhat Support Somewhat Oppose Strongly Oppose Don't Know

New Majority Target Groups Support Limiting 
Medicaid to Those Below Poverty Level

*Trump Persuadable voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.

Medicaid provides health coverage for low-income individuals and people with disabilities. States run the program, but the federal government covers nearly 70% of the cost. 
Would you support or oppose the following changes to the way the federal government provides funding to states for Medicaid?

“Limit Medicaid to households below the federal poverty level, with tax credits available for those above to purchase private insurance.”

Sup Opp
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2-in-3 Support Prioritizing Federal Medicaid Funding 
for Poorer States

Medicaid provides health coverage for low-income individuals and people with disabilities. States run the program, but the federal government covers nearly 70% of the cost. 
Would you support or oppose the following changes to the way the federal government provides funding to states for Medicaid?

“Ensure fair distribution of federal Medicaid funding by prioritizing support for poorer states, so funding per person in poverty is more equal across states.”
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Target Voter Groups Strongly Support Prioritizing 
Federal Medicaid Funding for Poorer States

*Trump Persuadable voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.

Medicaid provides health coverage for low-income individuals and people with disabilities. States run the program, but the federal government covers nearly 70% of the cost. 
Would you support or oppose the following changes to the way the federal government provides funding to states for Medicaid?

“Ensure fair distribution of federal Medicaid funding by prioritizing support for poorer states, so funding per person in poverty is more equal across states.”

Sup Opp
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Medicaid Savings Medicaid Cuts Don't Know

“If Congress did make these changes to fix funding loopholes and prioritize Medicaid dollars for the neediest Americans, and as a result, the federal government had to spend less 
money, are you more likely to consider it to be...?”

6-in-10 Say Reforms Like These Would Be Medicaid 
Savings Rather Than Cuts
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Medicaid Savings Medicaid Cuts Don't Know

Large Majority of Target Voter Groups Say Reforms 
Like These Would Be Medicaid Savings, Not Cuts

*Trump Persuadable voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.

“If Congress did make these changes to fix funding loopholes and prioritize Medicaid dollars for the neediest Americans, and as a result, the federal government had to spend less 
money, are you more likely to consider it to be...?”



Overall GOP DEM IND
Swing 
Voter Men Women

Single
Women Asian Black Hisp. White

Gen 
Z

Mill
Ennial

Gen 
X

Baby 
Boomers+

Keep the Money 35 27 43 35 34 31 39 42 31 37 32 35 34 37 39 31
Reduce the Debt/Deficit 29 35 19 34 29 34 24 21 36 21 30 30 20 24 27 37
Stopping Tax Increase 19 20 19 16 18 19 19 16 21 21 20 18 20 21 17 18
Pay for Other Priorities 12 13 13 9 13 12 12 16 9 13 13 12 22 11 11 9
None of the Above 6 6 6 6 6 5 7 6 3 7 6 5 5 7 6 5

If Congress did make these to fix funding loopholes and prioritize Medicaid dollars for the neediest Americans, and as a result, the federal government had to spend less money, 
what should Congress do with the money saved?  

SPLIT A = 1,000 RV SPLIT B = 1,000 RV
1. Pay for stopping the scheduled tax increase 1. Pay for extending the Trump Tax Cuts

2. Keep the money in the safety net programs
3. Reduce the debt and deficit

4. Pay for other priorities

Overall GOP DEM IND
Swing 
Voter Men Women

Single
Women Asian Black Hisp. White

Gen 
Z

Mill
Ennial

Gen 
X

Baby 
Boomers+

Keep the Money 34 22 46 36 32 31 37 39 30 39 37 33 35 38 36 30
Reduce the Debt/Deficit 33 40 23 35 37 38 28 29 33 29 28 34 29 26 29 42
Pay for Other Priorities 15 15 17 12 16 14 16 19 16 21 14 14 23 17 13 12
Extend Trump Tax Cuts 12 19 7 11 11 13 12 5 12 6 14 14 7 15 14 12
None of the Above 6 4 6 6 5 4 7 7 9 6 7 5 6 5 8 4

More Want to See Money Saved From Funding 
Reforms Used To Stay in Medicaid



If Congress did make these to fix funding loopholes and prioritize Medicaid dollars for the neediest Americans, and as a result, the federal government had to spend less money, 
what should Congress do with the money saved?  

More Target Voters Want Savings For Debt/Deficit

*Trump Persuadable voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.

SPLIT A = 1,000 RV SPLIT B = 1,000 RV
1. Pay for stopping the scheduled tax increase 1. Pay for extending the Trump Tax Cuts

2. Keep the money in the safety net programs
3. Reduce the debt and deficit

4. Pay for other priorities

All
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Voter
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Likely 
Voter
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Medicaid

On 
Welfare 
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Year
Trump 

Persuadables

New 
Majority 

(All)

NM Generic 
Ballot 

Def/Prob 
GOP

NM Generic 
Ballot 

Leaners & 
Undecided

NM 
Generic 
Ballot 

Def/Prob 
Dem

Left 
Minority 

(All) 

Keep the Money 34 34 37 55 50 25 27 21 29 43 53
Reduce the Debt/Deficit 33 34 28 22 21 34 36 39 36 27 24
Pay for Other Priorities 15 15 16 10 15 20 16 15 15 20 13
Extend Trump Tax Cuts 12 13 8 9 9 15 16 20 11 8 4
None of the Above 6 4 11 6 5 6 5 4 9 2 6

All
Likely 
Voter

Less 
Likely 
Voter

On 
Medicaid

On 
Welfare 
in Past 

Year
Trump 

Persuadables

New 
Majority 

(All)

NM Generic 
Ballot 

Def/Prob 
GOP

NM Generic 
Ballot 

Leaners & 
Undecided

NM 
Generic 
Ballot 

Def/Prob 
Dem

Left 
Minority 

(All) 

Keep the Money 35 35 34 54 48 25 27 21 29 43 53
Reduce the Debt/Deficit 29 30 20 17 20 34 36 39 36 27 24
Stop Tax Increase 19 19 18 13 14 20 16 15 15 20 13
Pay for Other Priorities 12 11 17 11 14 15 16 20 11 8 4
None of the Above 6 5 12 6 5 6 5 4 9 2 6



Methodology
Mclaughlin & Associates partnered with  

Gingrich360 to conduct a national survey for 
America’s New Majority Project. This national 
survey was conducted among 2,000 registered 

voters between March 4-7, 2025.   

All interviews were conducted online. Survey 
invitations were distributed randomly within 

predetermined geographic units. These units were 
structured to correlate with actual general election 

turnout.     
 

The sample of 2,000 registered voters has an 
accuracy of +/- 2.2% at a 95% confidence interval. 

The numbers in this presentation have been 
rounded and may not equal 100%. 

New England 5% 18-29 16% Male 47%

Middle Atlantic 13% 30-40 17% Female 53%

East North Central 16% 41-55 25%

West North Central 6% 56-65 19% Democratic 36%

South Atlantic 21% 66+ 23% Republican 37%

East South Central 6% Independent 27%

West South Central 11% White 68%

Mountain 7% Hispanic 13% Less/4yr College 65%

Pacific 15% Black 13% Bachelor’s/P.G 35%

Asian 4%

Other 2%
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