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• Americans are divided on whether the Department of Education 
is succeeding in its mission to ensure all children receive a good 
education.

• Democrats and younger Americans tend to view the 
Department more favorably, while Republicans and older 
Americans are more critical.

• A small majority favors replacing the Department with state-
level block grants.

• This suggests that some support for the Department may be 
driven more by the funding it provides than by its effectiveness 
in improving education.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
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Americans Divided On If Department of Education 

Has Succeeded In Its Mission
“Switching topics…The federal Department of Education was established in 1979 to help all kids in the United States get a good education. Would you say it has succeeded or 

failed in that mission?”
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*Trump Persuadable voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.
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Target Voters Have Mixed Opinions on the Success of 

the Department of Education

“Switching topics…The federal Department of Education was established in 1979 to help all kids in the United States get a good education. Would you say it has succeeded or 
failed in that mission?”
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Americans Divided on if the Department of Education 

Should Play a Larger or Smaller Role

“Do you believe the federal Department of Education should play a larger role, same-sized role, or smaller role in our nation’s education system?”

SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCES BY PARTISANSHIP AND AGE
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*Trump Persuadable voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.
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“Trump Persuadable” Voters Are More Favorable to 

the DoE than New Majority Target Voters 

“Do you believe the federal Department of Education should play a larger role, same-sized role, or smaller role in our nation’s education system?”
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Slight Majority Favor Replacing the Department of 

Education with Block Grants to States

“Would you support or oppose closing the federal Department of Education and giving the money it spends directly to states to improve schools as they see fit?”
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*Trump Persuadable voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.
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“Would you support or oppose closing the federal Department of Education and giving the money it spends directly to states to improve schools as they see fit?”



Methodology
Mclaughlin & Associates partnered with  

Gingrich360 to conduct a national survey for 
America’s New Majority Project. This national 
survey was conducted among 2,000 registered 

voters between April 16-19, 2025.   

All interviews were conducted online. Survey 
invitations were distributed randomly within 

predetermined geographic units. These units were 
structured to correlate with actual general election 

turnout.      
 

The sample of 2,000 registered voters has an 
accuracy of +/- 2.2% at a 95% confidence interval. 

The numbers in this presentation have been 
rounded and may not equal 100%. 

New England 5% 18-29 16% Male 47%

Middle Atlantic 13% 30-40 17% Female 53%

East North Central 16% 41-55 25%

West North Central 6% 56-65 19% Democratic 38%

South Atlantic 21% 66+ 23% Republican 37%

East South Central 6% Independent 25%

West South Central 11% White 68%

Mountain 7% Hispanic 13% Less/4yr College 65%

Pacific 15% Black 13% Bachelor’s/P.G. 35%

Asian 4%

Other 2%
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