
Post Shutdown Survey:
Blame, Support for Filibuster, and Impact 
on 2026



• Awareness is high and reported personal impact has declined 
overall — though Gen Z and Black voters were most likely to say 
they felt the shutdown.

• Reactions to the shutdown are sharply partisan: Republicans 
are satisfied, Democrats and independents dissatisfied, and 
independents overwhelmingly blame both parties.

• On institutional questions, voters remain divided: a plurality 
wants to keep the filibuster for budget bills, but Republicans 
themselves are split while independents lean toward keeping it.

• The shutdown produced no clear movement in 2026 voting 
intention, with voters dispersed across becoming more likely to 
support Democrats, Republicans, or not changing at all.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
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3-in-4 Aware Government Is Back Open

To the best of your knowledge, is the federal government currently open or in a partial shutdown?

*Unconverted MAGA voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. 
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Republicans Satisfied with How Shutdown Ended 

While Independents and Democrats Are Negative
In fact, the federal government reopened last week after a 43-day partial shutdown. How satisfied are you with the way the shutdown was resolved? 

*Unconverted MAGA voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. 
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Public Divided on Blame for Shutdown – Independents 

Most Likely to Blame Both Parties Equally

*Unconverted MAGA voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. 
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Which party is most responsible for the shutdown lasting as long as it did? 
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Blacks and Gen Z Most Impacted By Shutdown

How much were you personally impacted by the federal government shutdown? 

*Unconverted MAGA voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. 
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FEWER AMERICANS SAY THEY WERE IMPACTED THAN DID SO IN POLLS DURING THE SHUTDOWN
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Americans Split on Which Party More Trusted To 

Handle the Federal Budget Responsibly

*Unconverted MAGA voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. 
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Which party do you trust more to manage the federal budget responsibly? (Asked to Registered Voters)
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Plurality of Voters Say Keep Filibuster for Budget 

Bills 

*Unconverted MAGA voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. 
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Keep the filibuster End the filibuster for budget bills Not sure

In the Senate, the filibuster rule requires 60 votes for most bills. For budget bills, which of the following comes closest to your view? 
Keep the filibuster on budget bills to encourage bipartisan agreement on major spending decisions.

End the filibuster on budget bills so Congress can pass budgets on time and avoid shutdowns.
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Minimal Drop in Enthusiasm Among Partisan Voters 

for 2026 Election Due to Shutdown Outcome

Thinking about how the recent federal government shutdown was handled, has your likelihood of voting for either party in the 2026 elections changed? (Asked to Registered Voters)

*Unconverted MAGA voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. 
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Methodology
AlphaROC conducted a national survey for Gingrich 360, on behalf of America’s New Majority Project, among 1205 registered voters on November 21st, 2025. All 
interviews were conducted online. Survey invitations were randomly distributed, with demographic balances approximating U.S. census benchmarks. The sample 

of 1205 registered voters carries a margin of error of ±2.8% at the 95% confidence level.
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