
Most Support Building More 
Power Plants, But the Type of 
Plant Matters 



•Americans are split on what energy sources the 
nation should prioritize. 
•At the local level, renewable and perceived 

cleaner fuel-based projects face significantly less 
opposition.  
•Natural gas and small modular nuclear reactors 

generate the least resistance among fuel-based 
options. 

KEY TAKEAWAYS
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Americans Divided on National Energy Priorities

Which of the following statements comes closer to your view, even if neither is exactly right?
1. We should support all kinds of energy production, including coal, natural gas, nuclear, and renewables. 

Or,
2. We should prioritize energy production from renewable energy sources like wind and solar. 

*Unconverted MAGA voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.
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45% support all energy forms; 49% prefer focusing on renewables.
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Which of the following statements comes closer to your view, even if neither is exactly right? 
1. We should prioritize energy production from affordable and reliable sources. 

Or,
2. We should prioritize energy production from renewable energy sources. 

*Unconverted MAGA voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.
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Would you support or oppose a power plant being built in your area? 

*Unconverted MAGA voters are those who approve of Trump policies but are undecided or voting Democrat on the 2026 generic ballot. **New Majority and Left Minority voters are determined through a screener 
survey of statements, asking respondents to rank their agreement on a 0 to 10 scale, as well as their generic ballot preference. See “Voter Universe” Slide 4.
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Local Support Varies Sharply by Energy Source
While 57% support building a power plant the type of plant does affect support

Would you support or oppose a power plant being built in your area? 



Build or Not to Build That is the Question
While 57% of those interviewed support building new power plants, the type of plant has a large effect on support.

80

74

64

46

36

15

21

27

44

55

SOLAR POWER PLANT

WIND POWER PLANT

NATURAL GAS POWER PLANT

NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

COAL POWER PLANT

Support Oppose



Methodology
Mclaughlin & Associates partnered with  

Gingrich360 to conduct a national survey for 
America’s New Majority Project. This national 
survey was conducted among 2,000 registered 

voters between December 3-7, 2025.   

All interviews were conducted online. Survey 
invitations were distributed randomly within 
predetermined geographic units. These units 

were structured to correlate with actual general 
election turnout.      

The sample of 2,000 registered voters has an 
accuracy of +/- 2.2% at a 95% confidence 

interval. The numbers in this presentation have 
been rounded and may not equal 100%. 

New England 5% 18-29 15% Male 47%

Middle Atlantic 13% 30-40 17% Female 53%

East North Central 16% 41-55 25%

West North Central 6% 56-65 19% Democratic 37%

South Atlantic 21% 66+ 23% Republican 36%

East South Central 6% Independent 27%

West South Central 11% White 68%

Mountain 7% Hispanic 13% Less/4yr College 66%

Pacific 15% Black 13% Bachelor’s/P.G. 34%

Asian 4%

Other 2%
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